THE REGIONS OF POWER
"You think, then, that a tariff war is a danger
to the world's peace?1*
"That is why I am opposed to tariffs. I have
not raised them so much as other rulers. By
building these new Chinese walls we are, in our
'enlightened' twentieth century, going back to
the Middle Ages, to the era of the warring city
States/'
"Last summer President X., the chief of one of
the most powerful countries in the world, said to
me that the crisis in which we are now involved
was of the same kind as those which have preceded
it, and would, like those, speedily pass."
"To my mind," said he, "it is something more
momentous than that, a crisis of the capitalist
system. The whole system is at stake."
For some time my enthusiasm for truth and
for the rights of man had been stirring within
me. Now, seizing my chance, I said:
"If you really believe what you say, why don't
you found Europe? Napoleon tried to do so,
and so did Briand. Well, Briand is dead, and,
paradoxically enough, the mantle falls on your
shoulders. You seem more ready to accept the
heritage than you were five years ago. Your life
history would make people regard you seriously
if you were to undertake this great enterprise,"
for a man stands more firmly if, when climbing
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